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Karin Sanders (Marymount '98) leads
a double life. Not only has she taught Art
History frequently at Marymount, but she
is also opening a gallery in the Hamptons
section of Long Island called “Karin
Sanders Fine Art.” It is a goal finally
accomplished for Sanders, who has been
fascinated with art since childhood. In
addition to the gallery, Sanders has also
created a website, “The Aspasia Project,”
which will enable her students to further
their understanding of art.

When will the Hamptons gallery be opening?
The gallery opens at 126 Main Street in
Sag Harbor on June 17th. There will be an
opening reception that evening for our first
painter Moses Hoskins.

Why did you decide to open a gallery?

This has been a long time dream of mine.
| started as a studio art major at Parsons.
After dabbling and frustrating myself as an
artist, | decided to go overseas for a while.
it was during this period of continuously
looking at art and architecture in Europe
that | realized I'd come back to New York
to study art history. After several years of
studying and teaching, it felt like the right
time to return to the works of art them-
selves. Being around the process, the
works and those who are making art is
important to me. The gallery is sort of the
alter ego of the academic side of my per-
sonality.

What types of art will be on display?

We'll exhibit and represent emerging and
mid-career artists. We're starting with an
abstract painter, but later exhibitions
include large-scale bronze sculpture, pho-
tography and mixed media. It could be old
master style figurative or totally abstract
and cutting edge. This is why | decided to
do it in the Hamptons rather than in
Chelsea or SoHo. | wanted to be some-
where that | could have fun with it.

Have you always been interested in art?
Since | was a child | loved to make art and
wanted to understand it. | remember
spending hours and hours drawing or iook-
ing through art and history books. | knew
then | wanted to surround myself in cre-
ativity and art. To me it is a way to under-
stand people, which is the ultimate goal
reaily.

Who is your inspiration when it comes to art?
Sr. Judith [Savard]. When | came back to
study at Marymount, Sr. Judith became my
teacher and mentor. Once | graduated,
she remained a close friend. She’s the
reason | studied art history and a great
reminder of the very important bridge
between theory and practice.

How did you get inte art history education?
Again, Sr. Judith. While doing graduate
work at NYU, she offered me an adjunct
position teaching Survey |. It was kind of
like jumping into the deep end of the pool
at the time, but thankfully the class was a
success. Later, thanks to support from
Hallie Cohen and Jason Rosenfeld, | was
able to develop a seminar course on
Ancient Greece that was also well
received by students.

The website for the new gallery features a blog
called “Art Muse.” Are you encouraging stu-
dents as well as inspiring artists to join in on
it?

Absolutely, I'd love to hear from
Marymount students for “Art Muse.” |
included this on the gallery’s website as a
way to encourage dialogue. I'm not entire-
ly sure yet where it's going, but | want to
include ways to facilitate understanding of
the arts and creative expression. One of
my ideas for the gallery is to have weekly
talks by artists, writers and other creative
type people. | want it to be more than a
place that sells art.

What do you want the Marymount community
to know about art and your gallery?

For one thing, | hope Marymount students
will get out to pay us a visit! My goal for the
gallery is to be a place where people can
come to see engaging art in a setting that
is unencumbered by any elitism. | believe
looking at art is a continual learning
process. This is true no matter how much
of an “expert” someone might be. As a
gallery owner, | believe it is my job to
assist in that process of looking and under-
standing. No one should ever hesitate to
ask about art and the artists who create it!

For more information on the gallery, check
out http://www.karinsanders.com

For The Aspasia Project,
http://www.aspasiaproject.com




